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Town/City: = Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
South Eastham 


Address: 225 Bridge Road 
Historic Name: Smith - Harding House 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 
Date of Construction: ca. 1763 
Source: deeds, vital statistics, censuses 
Style/Form: Colonial/Cape Cod 


Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: stone 


Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Garage, late 20" c. 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
Wings added on north side, 20" c. 
Sunporch added SW corner, 20" c. 


Condition: good 
Moved: no] yesL| Date: 


Acreage: 1.009 


Setting: The property is located on a historic road among 
other 18"- and 19"-century houses. More recently, large 
lots have been subdivided with the addition of mid-20th- 


century dwellings. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[x] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Smith — Harding House, the earliest portion of which was built in ca. 1763, is a one-story wood frame Cape Cod type single 
dwelling with a gable roof, center chimney and a five-bay front fagade with a center entrance. It appears to have originated in a 
smaller dwelling with a plan containing an entrance lobby in front of the chimney and two principal rooms on the east end of the 
house and later enlarged to a center-entry plan when the house was altered to contain two households around 1814. A kitchen 
wing was added to the west end of the house at this time or later. Additions and changes were made in the 20" century when 
the house was used as a summer cottage. 


The south-facing front fagade contains a center entrance, with a transom, flanked by two windows on a side. Greater spacing 
between the doorway and the adjacent west window compared to that on the east indicates the house likely was built in two 
stages. This corresponds with documentary records that locate two households in the dwelling. The east gable end contains two 
windows on the first story spread enough apart to reflect the presence of two rooms. A single window is centered above in the 
gable with smaller windows illuminating rooms under the eaves. Fenestration on the rear (north) fagade has been altered, which 
is partially obscured by a cross-gable wing added the 20" century at the street end. A second, smaller wing was added to the 
west end of the kitchen wing. 


The house is situated on a one-acre lot after a subdivision of the property was made in 1980 (Figs.1 & 2). A large yard occupies 
the space on the north side of the parcel where a driveway and two-car garage is located. The south side of the house has a 
smaller yard, which then extends into woods and a wetland. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

Local historians have not determined when Bridge Road was laid out between King’s Highway and Rock Harbor, but some form 
of the road was probably in place from the mid-seventeenth century, and it appears on the 1795 Josiah Rogers map of the town. 
Rock Harbor in Orleans was a significant port in the packet trade to and from Boston, Salem, Maine, and the Canadian maritime 
provinces, and the shore west of where Bridge Road takes its turn to the north was the site of numerous saltworks until the mid- 
1800s. When the salt industry disappeared after 1840, houses to process and store fish taken in weirs in Cape Cod Bay 
replaced them. The northern part of the road was created in 1837, when the first bridge from which the road took its name was 
built over Boat Meadow Creek. The road connected with Samoset Road and at last connected Rock Harbor to Eastham center. 


An existing building inventory form suggests that the house numbered 225 Bridge Road was built by Isaac Smith about 1738, 
the date of his marriage to Mary Sparrow. However, judging from the chain of title and what’s known about the house’s later 
history, this statement identifies the wrong Isaac Smith. The Smith family in South Eastham was a large and complicated one— 
at least five Isaac Smiths were born in town between 1716 and 1789—and there is no record in Eastham’s early land records, 
which cover from 1640 to 1745, of an Isaac Smith as a grantor or grantee. The Isaac Smith who married in 1738 was born in 
1716 and was the son of Ralph and Mary Smith; he moved with his family to Connecticut in the late 1730s. The 225 Bridge Road 
house is much more likely to have been built for the Isaac Smith born in 1740 and the son of Joseph and Elizabeth Knowles 
Smith. He married Elizabeth Mayo in 1763, and is descendants later owned the property. The census enumeration suggests he 
is the Isaac Smith living in Eastham in 1790, and he is probably the same Isaac Smith who was credited with two houses in town 
in the 1798 Federal Direct Tax listings." 


Deeds do not exist for Eastham from roughly 1745 to 1800 because of the Barnstable County registry fire in the early 1800s, but 
it is possible to trace this property to 1814, by which year Isaac Smith had died. In that year his younger brother Joshua (born 
1743), his married daughter Lucy Smith (1769-1844) and her husband Ephraim Harding Jr. (1746-1848), and an unmarried 
Eunice Smith, possibly another daughter, agreed to a partition of real estate that Joshua and Isaac owned as tenants in 


1 Elizabeth Eunice Smith Marcy, Facts and Fancies of Family History (Evanston, IL: Bowman Publishing Co., 1911), 20, 41. Azubah, the first 
child of Isaac and Mary Sparrow Smith, was born in Eastham in 1736; the next seven children were born in Middletown, CT, between 1742 and 
1760. This Isaac Smith died in Middletown in 1802; his wife died in 1785. 


Continuation sheet 1 


INVENTORY FORM B CONTINUATION SHEET EASTHAM 225 Bridge Road 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Area(s) Form No. 


220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 
EAS.57 


common.’ The 1798 tax lists Joshua and Isaac Smith consecutively with identical property; two houses were credited to each; 
the partition indicates that the houses of Joshua Smith and Ephraim Harding were on the same road, though it does not indicate 
on which side or sides. The indenture divided twenty-six lots between Joshua Smith on the one hand and Ephraim and Lucy 
Harding and Eunice Smith on the other, though the houses are not mentioned in any of the parcel descriptions. 


Isaac Smith’s daughter Lucy married Truro native Ephraim Harding Jr. in 1793 and was listed in his own household of four 
persons in the 1800 censes; by 1810 the household had doubled in size. That he was living in this Bridge Street neighborhood is 
clear from the 1830 and 1840 censuses. Lucy Smith Harding died in 1844, and her husband died four years later. The 225 
Bridge Road property passed to their daughter Lucy C. Harding (1808-86), who had married Orleans native Abner Freeman 
(1812-92) in 1841. The 1850 census lists two families in the household—Abner and Lucy Freeman and their sons Benjamin and 
Abner, and Lucy’s brother Henry (later 85 Bridge Road) with his wife and four children. Ephraim Harding had deeded the west 
half of his house to Henry in 1832. Both Henry Harding and Abner Freeman were carpenters. In 1853 Henry Harding sold his 
share in this property to his brother-in-law and moved to 85 Bridge Road (EAS.764), which he very likely built himself between 
1850 and 1855.4 


Abner Freeman was the son of Abner and Lucy Freeman of Orleans, and in 1855 he was working as a carpenter and living in 
this house with wife Lucy, sons Benjamin C. and Abner C., daughter Lucy C., and 14-year-old Nancy F. Baker, possibly the 
daughter of Lucy’s sister Eunice Harding Baker, who died in 1848. Son Abner died of consumption in 1866, and by 1880 the 
Freemans lived in the house with daughter Lucy. Lucy Harding Freeman appears to have been an invalid through much of her 
later life, and she died in 1886.° Abner Freeman and his daughter Lucy continued on in the 225 Bridge Road house and 
sometimes visited son Benjamin in Atlantic City, New Jersey, where he had moved in 1880 and founded a steam- and gas-fitting 
and pluming business said to have employed more than fifty men. Abner Freeman died in 1892, and afterward daughter Lucy 
spent winters with her brother in Atlantic City. Benjamin Freeman is listed in 1902 tax records as the owner of the property, 
described as 14.25 acres with a house worth $500, a barn, and an outbuilding. In 1914 Benjamin was ill and a widower, and he 
and Lucy returned to Eastham to live in the old Bridge Road house. Benjamin Freeman died there less than a year after the 
move.® Lucy Freeman stayed in the house except for several years in the late 1920s when she worked in the Orleans home of 
Mrs. George P. Hodgdon.’ The 1930 census shows her alone in the Bridge Road household. Eastham tax listings for 1926 
valued the house then at $920 and listed the barn and shed; in 1931 the house was valued at $950, the barn and shed at $85, 
and Freeman also owned an acre of land. The 1937 tax list assessed the 225 Bridge Road house at $1200 and the barn and 
shed at $100 and credited her with a 4.4-acre homestead lot. 


In 1937 Lucy Freeman celebrated her eighty-fifth birthday in “the South Eastham home where she was born” and where she had 
lived except for the twenty years she lived with her brother in Atlantic City. She died in December 1939.8 She willed the house to 
Emma J. Lewis of Rumford, Rhode Island, who with her daughter Georgie had stayed with her for part of one summer in 1936.° 
Born Emeline Jenks Kelley in Harwich in 1872. Emma married Brockton native and clerk Walter Bradford Lewis in 1889; her 
husband was a flower store salesman in Brockton and died there in 1933. Soon after, Emma and Georgie Lewis moved to 
Rumford, and Georgia worked as a dietician and YWCA cafeteria manager in Providence in the 1930s and 1940s. In 1945 Lewis 
added her daughter Georgie to the title."° 


By May 1950 Georgie Lewis had married Albert W. Lindquist, the son of Swedish immigrants and a jewelry designer and shop 
foreman in Providence. His first wife, Olga, died in November 1948, and by 1952 Albert and Georgie Lindquist were living in 


? Indenture, 10 February 1814, BCD 999041:129-40. Isaac had an older sister Eunice, born 1738, but she married Joshua Young in 1759. 
3 Ephraim Harding to Henry Harding, 5 December 1832, BCD 13:89. 
4 Henry Harding to Abner Freeman, 8 March 1853, BCD 373:365. 
5 See “Orleans,” Barnstable Patriot, 18 November 1884, 3: “Mrs Abner Freeman has so much improved in health that she has visited a few of 
her neighbors the first time for sixteen years.” 
§ “Orleans,” Yarmouth Register, 27 August 1892, 1, notes that Lucy Freeman had returned home from Atlantic City, where she had spent the 
winter, and one 1913 newspaper reported that she was then “of Atlantic City.” “Orleans,” Barnstable Patriot, 20 April 1914, 3, reported that 
Lucy Freeman and her brother Benjamin had lived in Atlantic City “for many years” and had returned “to town and taken up permanent 
residence at their old home,” identified as on Bridge Street in “Orleans,” Yarmouth Register, 18 April 1914, 5. Benjamin’s obituary in Yarmouth 
Register, 27 March 1915, 6, notes his work history and stated he had been ill for five years. 
7 “Orleans,” Yarmouth Register, 21 April 1928, 2. 
8 Yarmouth Register, 1 January 1937, 8, and 22 December 1939; Hyannis Patriot, 14 December 1939. 
° Hyannis Patriot, 20 August 1936, 20; ibid., 12 November 1936, 14, notes that Freeman had just visited Rumford. 
10 Emma J. Lewis, Rumford RI, to Emma J. Lewis and Georgie B. Lewis, 18 June 1945, BCD 629:311. 
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Cranston and spending summers in Eastham. A second house was built on the property at that time (255 Bridge Rd.). The 
Lindquists owned and occupied 225 Bridge Road until the mid-1970s, and in 1977 Dorothy L. Wheeler acquired the property. 
Two years later she sold part of the parcel to Howard R. and Eli. L Sanders of Westport, Connecticut, and the two parties 
petitioned the Massachusetts Land Court to determine their boundaries. William E. and Joyce A. Donovan acquired the property 
in shares in 1982 and the entire property in 1996." 
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"1 William M. Thomas, North Attleboro, to Dorothy L. Wheeler, 15 July 1977, BCD 2555:279 (which cites it as the same property earlier owned 
by the Lindquists, though no title to Thomas has been found); Dorothy Wheeler, North Fort Myers FL, to Howard R. Sanders and Eli L. 
Sanders, Westport CT, 28 December 1979, BCD 3050:298; Commonwealth of Massachusetts Land Court in re: petition 40121 of Dorothy 
Wheeler, 7 November 1980, Certificate 83580; John P. Dednah, Brookline, to William E. and Joyce A. Donovan and Charles M. and Helen J. 
Bickley, 5 November 1982, Certificate 90112; William E. and Joyce A. Donovan and Charles M. and Helen J. Bickley, all East Longmeadow, to 
William E. and Joyce A. Donovan, 22 March 1996, Certificate 140090. The 225 Bridge Road property is shown on “Plan of Land in Eastham to 
be Filed in the Land Court,” January 1979, Land Court Plan 40121-A and as Lot 1 on “Subdivision Plan of Land in Eastham,” July 1980, LCP 
40121-B. 
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Fig.1: Plan of property, 1979. Land Court Plan 40121-A. Fig.2: Subdivision plan, 1980. Land Court Plan 40212-B. 


ISAAC SMITH HOUSE 
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Fig.3: Erroneous date plaque on house. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from north. 


View of garage from SE. 
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[Delete this page if no Criteria Statement is prepared] 


National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 


Check all that apply: 
XX] Individually eligible [_] Eligible only in a historic district 


_] Contributing to a potential historic district _] Potential historic district 


Criterias [KK] A [|] B xc ED 


Criteria Considerations: [] A [E] B [EJ Cc EJ D [J] E ~J F [1] G 


Statement of Significance by Neil Larson 
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 


The Smith — Harding House appears to be eligible for the National Register under criteria A and C as a rare and 
distinctive example of mid-18'"-century domestic architecture in Eastham. With a portion with a side-lobby plan 
built in ca. 1763, it was expanded by 1814 to a fully-developed, one-story center-chimney Cape with a five-bay 
front facade and center entrance that accommodated two households. Its integrity of form and design evincing its 
18'"-century history contribute to its importance as a relic of early Eastham. Additions and changes were made in 
the 20'" century when the house was used as a summer cottage, but it has not adversely affected its significance. 


Recent research has determined that the house was built for Isaac Smith (1740-1814), the son of Joseph and 
Elizabeth Knowles Smith. He was one of a large family of Smiths who settled in the town, and of the particular 
branch that populated the neighborhood on Bridge Road. Smith married Elizabeth Mayo in 1763, and their 
descendants owned the property into the 20" century. In 1814, the year Isaac Smith died, his daughter Lucy 
Smith (1769-1844) was deeded the house by his heirs, and it became the home of her and her husband Ephraim 
Harding Jr. (1746-1848), a Truro native Ephraim Harding Jr. The property passed to their daughter Lucy C. 
Harding (1808-86), who had married Orleans native Abner Freeman (1812-92) in 1841. The 1850 census lists two 
families in the household, one headed by Abner Freeman and the other by Lucy’s brother Henry, who Ephraim 
Harding had deeded the west half of the house 1832. Both Henry Harding and Abner Freeman were carpenters. 
In 1853 Henry Harding sold his share in this property to his brother-in-law and moved to 85 Bridge Road 
(EAS.764), which he very likely built himself between 1850 and 1855. Members of the Freeman family lived at 225 
Bridge Road until 1936. 
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